
13th Special Session of the Council of Human Rights on Haiti  

(  www.cgfmanet.org ) 
On January 27-28, 2010, in Room XX of the the Palais de Nations in Geneva, the Council of Human Rights, convened a
special session of the Council on the &ldquo;Role of Human Rights in the Reconstruction of Haiti after the earthquake of
January 12th, 2010.&rdquo; 


The session was proposed by the distinct delegation of Brazil and strongly supported by the 32 Member States of the
Council and by the 9 observer states, among which was Haiti . In previous sessions the room was never this crowded. All
the Member states and observers , representatives of numerous international organizations, members of civil society and
the press participated with emotion at the opening of the 12th Special Session.



After a few minutes from the beginning of the work, the President of the Human Rights Council, Alex Van Meeuwen,
invited the people in the room to a minute of silence in honor of the victims of the terrible earthquake. It was a minute
during which the many people present silently addressed a word to a colleague, friend or acquaintance who had
perished in the tragic event.



The day was not only the occasion to express condolences and closeness of the International Community to the people
of Haiti, but a time of planning for future activities according to an approach based on respect for human rights.



There were many interventions by the States and members of civil society, who, after inevitably uniting themselves to the
suffering that has struck the Haitian people, focused attention on the primary needs to which the International Community
has the duty to respond in an efficacious and immediate way, such as furnishing drinking water, food, shelter, security,
and protection to the people and in particular to the children. The theme of reconstruction and the need for coordination
of help was, furthermore, mentioned often by the delegations who were in attendance.



The interventions by the civil society, instead, focused on the need to put into motion a &ldquo;team&rdquo; for human
rights, proposing a coordinated action by many Special Rapporteurs who are to guarantee , control and safeguard
human rights during this delicate phase for the dignified recovery of the country. Particular attention was placed on the
need to quickly furnish an abundant amount of the necessary goods to guarantee the survival of those remaining, and in
a particular way, the children.



IIMA (Istituto Internazionale Maria Ausiliatrice), in collaboration with other NGOs of a Catholic inspiration guided by
Caritas International presented two interventions during the course of the session, on written and one oral, in which there
was stressed the need for a coordinated efforts on the part of all persons of the international community and of a
collaboration between States and members of civil society.



In particular IIMA suggested that among the first actions to be undertaken there is a need to rebuild an educational
system in view primarily of helping those children who have been orphaned and strongly traumatized by the tragedy, and
who need to be guaranteed, through the reconstruction of the scholastic environment, a sense of
&ldquo;normality&rdquo; and a safe place in which to be protected and cared for.
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We trust that this session will not remain a mere speaking about good intentions, but will urge those who are committed
in the action of intervening with respect to the dignity of the Haitian people.
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